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Hi Neighbors!

Happy New Year! It was great to see so many of you at our last meeting of
2024. Thank you for taking the time to attend! Your presence made a huge
impression on our guest speaker Officer Arlene Lozano, our APD contact
(David Sector), who addressed neighbors concerns regarding an uptick in
property crimes and other issues.

The sales reps for the 600 Cumberland Road project were also stunned to
see y'all piling through the door, but in a different way. ;) To the 75 plus
people who showed up, thank you! They'd hoped to slip this variance
request in before Thanksgiving without our knowledge or having little time
to respond. To see you all there was heartwarming.

Which brings me to my next point. The association’'s purpose is to improve
the quality of life in the neighborhood in such areas as land use, traffic
control, social functions, environmental protection, public services, and
other matters of neighborhood concern. But we can’t do it without you!
Please consider joining the association at gena.org and volunteering for a
committee or a seat on the board. Your ideas and energy are needed.

Thank you to all those working to defeat the 600 Cumberland Road
variances. We appreciate your time and expertise. We'll update everyone at
our January 27,2025 general membership meeting on this and other
neighborhood issues. We'll also be voting in a new board so please join us
next Monday.

As always, please reach out to me with any questions or concerns.

See you at the GENA meeting on January 27th, 2025!

Patty

Patty Sprinkle, GENA President
president@gena.org
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About GENA

The Galindo Elementary
Neighborhood Association
(“GENA") seeks to improve
the quality of life in the
neighborhood through
active participation in civic
and community initiatives.

GENA represents a diverse
community of residents and
property owners within the
boundaries of Oltorf St (N),
Ben White (S), the Union
Pacific Railway (W) and S st
St (E).

We are an entirely volunteer
based organization! To find
out more or get involved,
visit us online or come by an
upcoming meeting. Our
next meetings are on
January 27th and March
24th.

www.genha.org
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Above: Officer Lozano answers

questions at GENA’s Nov 2024 meeting
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Voices of Galindo: Spotlight on Kaye Northcott
By Lisa McGiffert, interview from February 28th, 2024

Long time Galindo resident Kaye Northcott recalls her memories here, from moving into the quirky
yellow concrete house at 3000 Oak Crest Avenue, to her long career in journalism and the strong
neighborly ties that developed over the years. After nearly 50 years in Galindo, she sold her house in
December 2024.

Tell us about your house!

Mike Tollison and | moved here in early 1976 after having bought the house for $21,000 from Mrs.
Dorothy Munson, the widow of EImer Anderson. Elmer built things out of concrete for a living. So,
he dug a hole then built the house up from the basement
through the first floor with cinder blocks. EImer was from
Sweden, so perhaps he built the basement because they
have them there.

One thing | have since learned is that if you have any
leftover concrete you have to get rid of it. So, EImer got rid of
a lot of concrete here. That's why we had to knock out a fake
pink concrete fireplace with recessed neon lighting. He also
made an entire concrete backyard with a turquoise
fishpond but no drainage. I'm still finding concrete in the
yard. And he signed it. When | built a new driveway, | had
the builders pull out a piece that says Anderson and the
dates. | should have put my name and dates in the driveway
too, but it never occurred to me.

In 1976, what was the neighborhood like?

It was mainly a Hispanic neighborhood. This was sort of a white enclave up on the hill. A lot of the
houses around me are still here—anything that is small and looks like it would be affordable. Some
of the houses on the hill were here. The older houses on Cumberland and the “barracks” were here.
The big 2-story houses with balconies were not here then.

Leo Holden, who we called the “Mayor of Oak Crest Avenue,” would take in everyone’s trash cans if
they were left out on the street after the trashmen came, which was very nice. He was mainly
concerned about people knowing when no one was
home.

Let me also mention Jerry Pulley and Walter who lived
next door at 3002 Oak Crest. [ed. note: That house has
since been torn down and replaced.] Jerry was an arborist
with one of the best tree services in town. He was doing
that about the time Live Oak decline came to the
neighborhood. And of course, this is Oak Crest Avenue,
and it took out all of the oaks on this side of the street.
Jerry participated in early experiments with Texas A&M to
try to figure out ways to control it. For a time, we had
baggies of serum hanging out of the trees inserted with a
needle, but nothing worked, they all died. There are only
some across the street that survived where the avenue
was wide enough to stop root lock.

Jack and Lee Howard still own the lot south of Jerry. It was fun to watch them start building
because they were such hippies. They didn't know what they were doing, but it turned out that

Galindo Neighborhood Association Newsletter | Winter 2025 | www.gena.org Page 2




Spotlight on Kaye Northcott, cont. from page 2

Jack was a really good one-man builder. It is charming-they did not take out a single tree.

Jack was from East Texas, and he knew trees. He wanted to live inside those trees so he built
around them. They now rent that house. [ed note: You can look at the house and see that they
used a lot of spare parts because nothing matches!]

What work were you doing at that time?

| was editor of the Texas Observer then left to be a freelance journalist focusing on politics. | did the
Texas Monthly best/worst legislators project; an article on drug smuggling along the border that
we made into a documentary for public television; and an article about Ben Barnes and John
Connelly who wanted to develop land near here. In 1986 | went to work for the Ft Worth Star
Telegram covering the Texas legislature. When | moved to Ft Worth six years later, | kept this house
and rented it out because | knew this was where | wanted to come back to. [ed. note: When she
returned to Austin, she worked at the Texas Co-op Power magazine until her retirement in 2010.]

What went on in this house? Did you have gatherings?

We had many parties for the Texas Observer here. Molly lvins was a very good friend of mine and
John Henry Faulk and his wife Liz were good friends. | remember when Molly's dog, Shit, died we
had her memorial here and John Henry and | made remarks. We also had a lot of dinner parties
and Sunday brunches. One time | came home and there were people on my roof watching the
fireworks!

Did you ever participate in neighborhood meetings?

Yes, when we got involved with stopping the Barnes and Connelly development, we created a
neighborhood group — the Dawson Area Neighbor Group, or DANG. | think that is still the name of
the one across South First and at some point, this area became Galindo. | remember knocking on a
lot of doors, where people would be inside the
screen and wouldn't open the door. There was a
hell of a lot of apathy. | think a lot more apathy
than there is now.

In terms of the neighborhood, | think it is more
of a neighborhood now than it has ever been
just judging by the number of people who walk,
or are pushing strollers or walking their dogs up
and down the streets. People are enjoying it
more. | just wish the city had had enough sense
to build sidewalks! The neighborhood group is
much more organized now. Though we had a
neighborhood group before, it was totally
motivated to fight Ben Barnes.

What will you miss about this neighborhood?

Moving from 2000 square feet into 1000 square feet, with no room for books. I'm going to miss the
space. I'm going to miss the yard and the people. | like the location — there are a lot more good
places to eat than Exposition Blvd where | live now.

Thank you, Kaye! You will be missed!
For the extended interview, continue reading at gena.org/kayenorthcott.

Is there someone or someplace you would like to spotlight in Galindo? Reach out to us at
newsletter@gena.org.
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Meetings

GCeneral Member Meetings are
open to the public and held
every other month at South
Austin Recreation Center, 1100
Cumberland Rd.

Dues are $20 per household per
calendar year to be a voting
Member. You do not need to be
a voting member to attend.

Upcoming Meetings:
e January 27,2025
e March 24, 2025

GENA Officers (2024)

Board

President: Patty Sprinkle
Vice-President: Marshall Davis
Secretary: Vacant

Treasurer: Lori Perry
Communications: Heather Nelson
South Central Coalition:

Lisa McGiffert

Committee Leads
Parks: Sev Coursen

Contact

Let's get in touch! To share
input, ideas, or feedback:

W: www.gena.org

E: newsletter@gena.org

A: PO Box 41232 Austin TX 78704

Scan the QR code
to join the
neighborhood
Facebook group!

www.gena.org

Winter News Roundup

e The variance request for the 600 Cumberland Road high rise
project has been postponed to February 10th at the request of
the developer. Read more about the project on our website at
gena.org/600-cumberland-rd.

e Galindo (precinct 416) had a 63.43% turnout rate for the November
5th elections. Notably, Mayor Kirk Watson narrowly avoided a
runoff by only about 13 votes! Watson started his 4 year term on
January 6th. And who says your vote doesn't matter?!

e On demand bulk collections are now available! Each service
address may schedule up to 3 bulk pickups per year. Sign up at
austintexas.gov/ondemand.

e (Galindo Elementary opened a food pantry in partnership with The
Central Texas Food Bank on January 14th. Serving the Austin ISD
community, interested families may learn more at
centraltexasfoodbank.org.

Upcoming Events

e Monday, January 27th: GENA's 2025 Board Elections. Postponed
from the November 2024 meeting due to time, elections will be
held at our next community meeting. 7PM, 1100 Cumberland Rd.

e Saturday, March 1Ist: [t's My Park Day. Join us as we come
together to beautify our park! More information will be shared on
our website closer to the date. Location and timing TBA.

Renew or Start Your Membership Today!

Membership in GENA is open to all residents within the Galindo
Elementary Neighborhood boundaries for $20 per household per
calendar year.

We can't do it without your support! We rely entirely on member dues
to fund essential operational costs, such as:

Annual renewal of the PO Box

Website hosting

Quicken subscription for the GENA Treasurer

Communications such as postcards, stickers, newsletters (printing
and delivery costs), signage for notices of meetings, etc.

Legal Consultation

e ANC Membership Dues

e Snacks-don't forget the snacks!

You may join on our website at gena.org. Alternatively you may bring
cash or check to a GENA meeting, or mail a check to PO Box 41232
Austin TX 78704. Questions may be directed to treasurer@gena.org.

Let’s Stay in Touch

Do you want to stay up to date on what's happening in the
neighborhood? We keep neighbors updated through our website,
gena.org, our Facebook group, and our e-mail list.

Have news to share? Reach out to us at newsletter@gena.org.

See You in the Neighborhood!
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