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Dear Neighbors,
Happy New Year! It’s been a busy year in the neighborhood. 

The Galindo Elementary Neighborhood Association was instrumental 
in getting the Salvation Army and the development company Momark 
to agree on a down-zoning to Single Family 6 (SF-6) from Multi-family 
1 (MF-1) for their property on the southwest corner of Cumberland 
and South Fifth Street. The agreement includes a 2 acre park and 
relocation of the South Austin Community Gardens. We appreciate 
Momark’s commitment to the neighborhood and their incorporating 
many of the suggestions made by Galindo residents. Staff at City Hall 
told us this successful collaboration was an extraordinary 
accomplishment that was nearly unprecedented!

In February, the Bouldin Meadows / “Crossing” subdivision site plan 
was approved by the Planning Commission and the City Council 
respectively, despite compelling video and photo evidence suggesting 
that the new FEMA flood plain map was incorrectly drawn. The new 
map places properties in the flood plain that have no history of flood-
ing and does not acknowledge upstream conditions that affect the 
Bouldin Meadows property. It was a long night at the Planning Com-
mission meeting at City Hall. Our case was not heard until 2:15 AM!

GENA submitted our Vertical Mixed Use (VMU) application in June, on 
schedule. The ordinance allows for relaxed development standards in 
exchange for promises of more density and affordable housing. 
GENA’s application was approved by the City Council on first reading 
on January 10, 2008. This was a complex zoning issue that was inad-
equately explained by the City, requiring neighborhood residents to 
decipher the “OPT in and OPT out” process in a limited amount of 
time. Thank you to all of the GENA executive committee members 
who worked so hard on this issue.

We have a reinvigorated Traffic Committee working to slow down 
traffic through the neighborhood, especially on the very busy Garden 
Villa and South Fifth Streets. You may have seen the “Slow Down! 
Respect Galindo” signs, which we’ll have extras of and more informa-
tion at our next neighborhood meeting on Monday, January 28th. 

Unfortunately, last year we saw an increase in crime in the neighbor-
hood. 2007 started out with a string of robberies on South Sixth Street 
and Fieldcrest Drive. Officer Robert Barboza is our liason with the 
Austin Police Department who plans to attend our next meeting. 
GENA continues to support further efforts to develop a neighborhood 
watch program. Please call the police if you see any suspicious activ-
ity in your area.

                                                                  ...Continued on next page

Please join me in welcoming the new members of the 
GENA executive committee, elected by the membership 
at our November meeting:

Chuck Mains: Austin Neighborhood Council (ANC) 
representative
Nick Mollberg: Newsletter Coordinator
Marshall Davis: Treasurer

The following members were re-elected to their 
positions on the executive committee:
Patty Sprinkle: President
Kathryn Kawazoe: Vice President
Scott McNearney: Zoning Committee Chair
Mishell Kneeland: South Central Coalition (SCC) Rep. 
(Mishell was the ANC representative in 2007)
D’Andra Ulmer: Secretary

Thanks to the outgoing executive committee members 
for their dedication to the neighborhood.

         PLEASE ATTEND OUR NEXT MEETING!
GENA Meeting - Monday, January 28th 

Come by at 6:30pm for socializing; 
The meeting begins at 7:00pm.

At our NEW LOCATION!
San Jose Church - Parish hall

2435 Oak Crest Ave - Austin, TX 78704
(512) 444-7587

Neighborhood Crime Watch
There have been several recent incidents of vandalism 
against homes and cars. Please report all such activity to 
911 IMMEDIATELY, as well as notify our district repre-
sentative: 
Senior Police Officer Robert Barboza, 
974-8246 or robert.barboza@ci.austin.tx.us
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It looks like the neighborhood planning process will restart this spring after stalling for a year and half. Everyone should check their 
mailboxes for a notice from the City of Austin in the next few weeks for the time and place of the kickoff meeting.

GENA is committed to making our neighborhood a better place, and we welcome every opportunity to participate in discussions 
affecting the quality of life in our neighborhood.

Together we have accomplished a lot in the last year. I look forward to working with all you in the coming year. I hope to see you 
all at our next neighborhood meeting on January 28th, from 6:30 to 8pm at our new location at the Parish Hall at San Jose Church. 
This new location can accommodate a longer meeting should we need extra time to discuss the many important issues facing the 
neighborhood. We greatly appreciate the generosity of Lifeworks and their wonderful staff for hosting us for the past year and a 
half.

The Galindo Elementary Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to promoting an excellent quality of 
life for all of the neighborhood residents. We appreciate your involvement and participation in making our neighborhood an even 
better place to live.

Please feel free to contact me or any other member of the executive committee with questions or concerns.
Best wishes for the New Year!
Patty 

Would You like a
“PLEASE Slow Down”
yard sign? 
Please email us at:
RespectGalindo@yahoo.com
and visit RespectGalindo.org

 Join a Neighborhood Watch 
Contact APD at     974-4736
Gra�ti Removal?  974-1028
Streetlight out?     505-7617
To request placement of a Stop Sign: 311
To report ANY suspicious activity, call 911
Galindo Representative - O�cer Barboza: 974-8246
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