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Dear Neighbors,
Please join us for our next general membership meeting on May 19,
2008 at our new location, San Jose Church at 6:45 pm.

We will get updates on traffic calming, bike lanes, and parks projects
as well as more information on a Neighborhood Plan Amendment
request for 706 W. Oltorf from high-density single family (SF-6) to
mixed used office. While this property is in the Bouldin Creek Neigh-
borhood, any decision will have a huge precedent-setting impact on
our section of Oltorf.

As many of you may know, Trammell Crow Residential has decided
not to pursue a 180-unit apartment complex on the Mercury Hall site.
Brent Stewart of Trammell Crow had this to say: “We explored various
site plan options trying to solve density and traffic problems while also
trying to save protected trees on the site. At the end of the day, we
ended up with so few units that it made the deal infeasible from a cost
standpoint - not to mention a financing standpoint given the small size
of the deal and the current financial market turmoil.” Thank you to the
GENA executive committee and to Nick Mollberg for all their hard
work and PR efforts on behalf of the neighborhood association and
the 30+ protected trees on the Mercury Hall site!

On the Neighborhood Planning front, the city has decided to postpone
the neighborhood planning process for the South Lamar Combined
Neighborhood Plan (SLCNP) area due to an impasse on the defini-
tions of consensus and stakeholder roles. Many of the neighbor-
hoods’ plan team participants are hopeful that the process will be
reinvigorated after the May City Council elections. At the last GENA
meeting, the general membership voted unanimously to approve a
motion urging the City of Austin to work with the neighborhoods of the
SLCNP “in order to settle the questions of consensus, contact team
and stakeholder disclosure, among other issues, so that the Neigh-
borhood Planning process can be restarted as soon as possible.”

The Salvation Army/Momark Restrictive Covenant and Zoning Ordi-
nance (for the 10-acre property at the SW corner of S. 5th St. and
Cumberland Rd.) may be found on the GENA website: main.org/gena
and also in the files section of the Galindo Neighborhood Yahoo

group.

Bike Lane Plan for Garden Villa Nixed - Although we‘ve been working
with the City for over a year to implement them along Garden Villa and
Banister, Diane Rice of the City’s Public Works Dept. now says that
“there would not be enough lane width to support bus traffic if a bike
lane were striped on Garden Villa.” Both of these streets are part of a
bike route in the Austin Bicycle Plan. Plans for lanes on Banister
remain unchanged.

Hope to see you all at our next meeting on May 19, 2008.

Patty Sprinkle

PLEASE ATTEND OUR NEXT MEETING!

GENA Meeting - May 19th 6:45pm

At our NEW LOCATION!
San Jose Church - Parish Hall
2435 Oak Crest Ave - Austin, TX 78704
(512) 444-7587

VOTE! City Council Elections May 10th!
Joint General & Special Elections

Election information, sample ballots and voting locations
available at: www.co.travis.tx.us/county_clerk/election
or by calling 854-9188 or 854-4996.
*Final Day to Accept Applications to Vote by Mail: Friday,
May 02, 2008
*Early In Person Voting Begins: Monday, April 28, 2008
*Early In Person Voting Ends: Tuesday, May 06, 2008
*Election Day: Saturday, May 10, 2008

Melanie McNearne,,
vox Real Estate

"I couldn’t believe she was a real estate
agent, she was so hip and easy
going, yet professional.

She sold our home quickly
and found us just what we were
looking for.” - Kati, 2007

Vox Real Estate

Friendly, knowledgable, honest real estate with
a smile (and a sense of humor).

melanie@voxrealestate.com 512-657-5996

Neighborhood Resident since 2000
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Parks and Open Spaces Update

The City’s Parks and Recreation Department has concluded its public input phase to create an updated Parks Masterplan. At the
April meeting for the central/south central area, city staff confirmed that South Austin Park drainage improvements, as directed by
City Council in 2005, will occur soon. The project manager said the plan is still to create an elevated granite trail that will redirect
drainage from neighbors’ properties at the far north-east corner of the park. A storm drain inlet still needs to be included in the
plan to carry this drainage to the storm drain under S. 6th St.

Parks and Open Spaces goals for the Galindo area relayed to City staff at the public input meeting include: establishment of a
community-driven Masterplan for South Austin Park; acquisition of land and trail construction for extension of the W. Bouldin
Creek Greenway from Town Lake to Ben White and beyond; acquisition of land and trail construction for connectivity in general,
including between W. Bouldin Creek Greenway, South Austin Park and internal facilities (South Austin Recreation Center and the
South Austin Tennis Center), and other inner-neighborhood public spaces and bus stops in the Galindo neighborhood and
throughout the city; and preservation and improvement of existing tree canopy. The neighborhood associations that make up the
South Central Coalition of Neighborhoods (SCC) all had similar goals of maintaining existing parkland/facilities, acquisition of land
for connectivity and expansion of parkland (pocket parks, greenways, etc.), and protection of tree canopy.

South Austin Park Grant Project
The landscape plan for GENA's use of a Keep Austin Beautiful

park improvement grant will be amended to allow for access to = ff
the light poles at the South Austin Tennis Center. Park signage, F alr B e an C 0 ee

as well as a short, stone art wall near the Cumberland/S. 5th 1210 South 1% Street. Austin. Texas 78704
intersection is also being considered. ) )

If anyone has a favorite native plant they’d like to see in the Fairly Traded Coffees Roasted in-Store Dailv
plan, or if you'd like to participate in planting/installation, contact - o -
GENA Parks Chair: Kathryn Kawazoe
(kawazoe7777@yahoo.com or 512.448.9475).
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Laptops! Standing up for Neighborhoods

Former President of the Austin Neighborhoods Council,

ALL PC PROBLEMS SOLVED! Laura makes a difference in our city!
Data Recovery ¢ Viruses & Spyware Elect Laura Morrison City Council Place 4
Laptops & Desktops ® We Do Macs Too!
Networks * House Calls For more information please visit
www.LauraForAustin.com
4004 N. Lamar 114 E. Oltorf or call (512) 494-VOTE
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