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President’s Letter

Greetings neighbors,

It seems like this summer has been a little more
tolerable. There have even been a few showers
here and there. Let’s hope things cool down quickly
into fall.

There hasn’t been a lot of major activity around the
neighborhood this summer. The South Austin Park
did have some trees planted along S. 5™ st. With a
little care these new trees will grow quickly and
provide some shade. Also, the existing trees and
the path through the park all got a good mulching.
I’'m sure the trees appreciated the mulch and the
path looks great.

There is still some minor crime in our area.
Remember to keep your doors locked (even when
you’re home) and keep valuables out of the car.
Let’s not make our neighborhood a convenient
target for thieves. Please report any suspicious
activity or theft to 911. Don’t call 311 for anything
suspicious or if there’s a crime in progress. 311 is
only for administrative offices and non-emergency
calls.

The next General Meeting is September 22™. The
general meetings, held 6 times a year, are great
opportunities to meet your neighbors and share
information about issues of interest for the ‘hood.
We currently meet at the South Austin Rec. Center.
We'd love to see you there!

A perfect and easy way to support GENA is to join
the Neighborhood Association. There’s more
information and a membership form in this
newsletter. GENA is funded by the member’s dues,
so every bit counts.

We are taking officer nominations for 2015.
Association officers will be nominated at the
September general meeting on the 22" and
elected at the November meeting. All residents
in the Galindo boundaries are eligible to serve as
officers. Officers are elected each year for a one
year term and can succeed in that office for an
additional year.

The offices are: President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Communications Chair,
Zoning Chair, Austin Neighborhood Council
representative and South Central Coalition
representative.

Please consider serving as an officer in the
Neighborhood Assn. If you are interested in
serving, or have a neighbor whom you think
would be a good candidate, let us know.

All offices are open for nomination, and many of
our officers have graciously agreed to serve, if
elected, another year in their current positions.
It’s the active participation of neighbors that
keeps our organization and neighborhood
strong and successful!

Another way to stay informed about current
events in the neighborhood is by signing up for
the GENA Yahoo! group. All residents of the
Galindo neighborhood are eligible. Please visit
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GalindoNeighbo
rhood and click on “Join This Group”. We will
need your name and address in the request to
get you connected.

See you at the meeting on Sept. 22,
Marshall Davis, President

president@gena.org
512-443-4030

Next neighborhood
meeting:
September 22 at
South Austin
Recreation Center
6:45 p.m.

Mark Your Calendar

September 22, 6:45 pm —
Galindo Neighborhood Meeting
at South Austin Recreation
Center, 1100 Cumberland Rd.

September 24, 7:00 pm —
Austin Neighborhoods Council
(ANC) Meeting

September 30, 7:30 pm —
District 3 Candidate Forum

October 6 — Last day to register
to vote

October 7, 5:00 pm —8:00 pm
National Night Out

October 20 - Early Voting
Begins

November 4 — Election Day

There is more information about these
important dates throughout this
newsletter.

Update: South 5th Sidewalk

Last spring a group of neighbors drafted an application to the city’s
Neighborhood Partnering Program (NPP). That application was
submitted June 1% and is currently being reviewed and analyzed
by the NPP staff. The application will be submitted this month to
the final review board. If approved, this project will extend the
sidewalk installed along South 5" Street by the Denizen
development to Barton Skyway and around the corner to Garden

Villa. Stay posted for developments.

. become a member
join the yahoo group

volunteer

Galindo Neighborhood

If you received this newsletter at your door, you are in the Galindo
Neighborhood. Galindo is bound by Oltorf St on the North, Ben White on the
South, the Union Pacific Railway on the West and South 1° St on the East.

There are many ways to participate in your neighborhood association:

L]
. attend Neighborhood Association Meetings
L]

. come to neighborhood events like the National Night Out

Read through this newsletter for more information.



http://www.gena.org/

In the Zone
by Bob Hoffnar, GENA Zoning Chair

Since we last spoke there have been a number of zoning issues that have come up.

A developer is interested in the mixed use property at 900 Ben White. That is the vacant lot up the hill from Bannister and Garden Villa. They are
asking for zoning variances. We will keep you posted as things develop.

Also the owner of the G and S Lounge at 2420 1% St. is looking for a zoning change in order to have a few food trucks parked in the lot behind the
bar.

It looks like the neighborhood is growing quite a bit. The Denizen condos are just about done and filling up with new neighbors. Also quite a few
small single story houses with big enough lots are being bought and replaced with 2 unit homes. The Moore Tate homes on Cardinal Lane are a
good example. They are those white houses a couple blocks from South 1% St.

Community News: south Austin Recreation Center (SARC) is registering for indoor soccer ages 3 — 6 years and flag football
5—12 years. Both are six week leagues and cost $20. SARC are also actively looking for volunteer coaches for all sports and could
use some extra hands. Contact Devon.Farber@austintexas.gov or call (512) 444-6601 for more information and to volunteer.

South Austin Park Update Thank you Uolunteers ./

by Kathryn Kawazoe, SCC Representative

Volunteers have recently mulched trees and the trail cut-through in the east section of South Austin Park, near S. 6 St. and Cumberland. Oaks,
pecans, and crepe myrtles were targeted to help retain moisture in the dry, cracked soil that erodes north, ultimately into West Bouldin Creek
and the river, with each heavy rain. The “trail” was mulched to prevent continued erosion and make the path a little safer (and less muddy) for
pedestrians, covering exposed roots and leveling the surface. GENA hopes to provide a wood chip layer over the new mulch on the trail to
complete the effort that will prevent the trail from becoming a mud pit after rain.

GENA will continue to work with the city to ensure that previously promised park improvements are completed; drainage improvements to keep
flood waters/sediment from neighbors’ properties and construction of a crushed granite trail around the eastern half of the park were promised
years ago, and neighbors remain committed to holding the City to these priorities. If you would like to help out with park related efforts, stay
tuned to the Galindo yahoogroup, or email scc@gena.org.

TIN MARKET UPDATE

* Etiats based an July 2013 and 2014 hame .m“ . oz
salas thraugh Austin Baard of REALTORSS.

Average
Sold Price

5250 5275 $300 5326

Homes
Sold

150 175 200 225

As a 13 year resident and homeowner in Galindo, | love my neighbaors,
our park, and especially being so close in yet still so far out.

Contact me for of any of your real estate needs.

Rob Albertson

REALTORS.

512.653.8939

robalbertson@realtyaustin.com

| 512.653.8939 for your FREE home mar

t analysis!
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i The survey results are in... :
Recently the Galindo Neighborhood Association put out a survey asking neighbors to weigh in on what night is best to hold the

- Association meetings. Monday nights remain most convenient to the majority of those who responded. GENA appreciates that not I
I everyone can make Monday evening meetings; meeting minutes are posted in the GENA yahoo group files. .


mailto:scc@gena.org
mailto:Devon.Farber@austintexas.gov
javascript:void(0)

Sound off!
WILLS, ESTATE AND FAMILY PLANNING With the new district representation in Austin,

many things will change. One change has already

coM PASSIONATE, CUSTOMIZED LEGAL SERVICES emerged. GENA would like to hear what you

think...

GENA asks business neighbors to place ads in this
newsletter. Those funds help offset the cost of
printing and distributing the newsletter. A
question has been raised: can candidates advertise
in the newsletter? What do you think? Log on to
the neighborhood yahoo group and share your
opinion.

SUSAN R. LITTLETON

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW Join the Neighborhood

2509 S. 4™ Street Association!
Austin, Texas 78704 by Philip Hawkins, Treasurer
Tel: 512-472-0600
Fax: 512-478-6514 With all the changes happening in Austin and

within our neighborhood in particular, joining
your neighborhood association is more
important now than ever. Membership in
the Galindo Neighborhood Association
(GENA) is open to all residential property owners and residents residing within these boundaries: Oltorf St.; Ben White Blvd.; S. 1st St. and the
Union Pacific Railway Line. Our members are people just like you--interested in the traffic and parking issues along our streets, the South Austin
Park and zoning changes in our neighborhood. General Meetings provide a forum for public officials to visit with us about neighborhood-specific
issues and meetings are also a great way to meet and visit with your neighbors.

email: susan@littletonlaw.net

Membership dues are just $10 a year per household. By becoming a member, not only are you supporting our 100% member-funded
organization that works to keep you informed about important issues that affect our neighborhood, you also have the right to vote at General
Meetings on those same important matters. Please keep in mind that voting is allowed for members who have paid dues at least 10 days prior to
any particular meeting.

Joining GENA is an important way for you to shape the future of our little piece of Austin. The success of our Neighborhood Association relies on
participation from as many neighbors as possible and we want your input. Becoming a member is easy--bring your dues to the next General

Meeting or complete the tear out form below and mail to GENA address.

If you have any questions about your current membership, please contact Philip Hawkins at treasurer@gena.org.

Galindo Neighborhood Association
Membership Form

Name:

Address:

Steps to becoming a member:

e Complete name & address above

e (Cutout
e Include a check for $10 made out to Galindo Neighborhood Assoc.
e Mail to: GENA

PO Box 41232,
Austin, TX 78704
Attn: Treasurer


mailto:treasurer@gena.org

ANC Report
by Patty Sprinkle, ANC Representative

The Austin Neighborhoods Council (ANC) adopted a platform on August 28, 2014, to help its membership evaluate candidates in the upcoming
city council elections on November 7, 2014. ANC hopes it will encourage debate by helping to frame quality of life issues challenging so many
neighborhoods in Austin.

Not surprisingly, the top three concerns of the general membership of the ANC are promoting affordable neighborhoods, preserving
neighborhood character and managing growth by investing in infrastructure and city services. Prioritizing water conservation and protecting the
environment are the other areas of concern on the platform. The final plank calls for changing the city's focus from special interests to the
concerns of its citizens. The full document can be downloaded at ANCweb.org.

Council member Laura Morrison updated the group on the City of Austin's Corridor Plans. She attributes the lack of progress on the East Riverside
Corridor Plan to the many exemptions granted by council allowing fast food businesses to maintain drive through windows which make it harder
to have a pedestrian friendly street scape along Riverside Drive. She reported that city staff is working to find a way to make sure existing
neighborhood plans are incorporated into the larger regional planning efforts, which include the Corridor Plans.

The next meeting of the Austin Neighborhoods Council is September 24, 2014 at Austin Energy, 721 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX 78704. Free
parking is available in the Austin Energy parking lot. Doors open at 6:30 pm and the meeting will begin promptly at 7 pm. For more information
go to ANCweb.org or contact me, Patty Sprinkle at ANC@gena.org.

National Night Out
by Janet Mash, GENA Member

We need your help for a successful and fun National Night Out (NNO). Every year we
gather gift cards, gift certificates, gift baskets and t-shirts for our free raffle. We have so “ESDAY, OCTOBER 7 2

1 22014
many neighborhood children, that this year, we would like some kid specific raffle [ \

prizes (see list below). We will also need volunteers to take flyers to local businesses to 6{,@%2»,
= o

invite them to set up a table and promote their business.

National Night Out is an opportunity for our neighborhood to promote police-
community partnerships, crime prevention, and neighborhood camaraderie by coming
together for an educational and fun experience. If we know our neighbors, we will have
a safer community. While the one night is certainly not the only answer, National Night

Out represents the kind of spirit, energy and determination to help make P mmm"i”u.
neighborhoods a safer place year round. The night celebrates safety and crime @ ¥11Associa 1 Nextdoor
prevention successes and works to expand and strengthen programs for the next 364

days.

INATW]

Galindo Neighborhood Association (GENA) and South Austin Recreation Center (SARC)
are teaming up for a third year for GENA’s National Night Out on Tuesday, October 7, 2013 from 5:00-8:00 PM at the South Austin Recreation
Center (1100 Cumberland, Austin, TX 78704). All NNO events and activities are FREE.

National Night Out Wish List:
Gift cards, gift certificates, gift baskets, plants, art, and t-shirts

. Kid specific raffle prizes (school supplies, stuffed animals, girl themed gift basket, boy themed gift basket and gift cards to the movies or
jump houses)

Kids craft kits from oriental trading company, Hobby Lobby or Michael’s

Snacks, water and soda

Ice chests

Volunteers to deliver flyers to our local businesses (mainly the perimeter of GENA but also across the street from the Elementary
School)

e Volunteers to help set up, break down and man the GENA table and raffle

If you or your business would like to donate raffle items, volunteer or have a table at NNO, please contact Janet Mash MAXNBIGBOY@aol.com
(512)917-3540.

Where did the e in GENA come from, or where did the Elementary go?

by Cassie Melendez, Communications

The association is officially named Galindo Elementary Neighborhood Association that connects our area geographically to the anchor point of the
elementary school located on South 2" Street. However, as our neighborhood has changed, the “elementary” proved to confuse rather than to clarify.
Many residents don’t have school aged children and aren’t familiar with the school. Not only were our residents confused, parents looking for the school’s
community thought the GENA was connected directly with the school. So when written out we often use Galindo Neighborhood Association for clarity but
still retain the E in GENA because, having been used for a long time, it is well recognized and it sounds nice too.


mailto:ANCweb@org
mailto:ANC@gena.org
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Galindo is in City Council District 3

Candidate Forum September 30th
by Bob Price, Vice President

Under the new 10-1 plan, with 10 geographical city council districts and a mayor elected at large, all of Galindo falls in District 3. Like all of the 10
districts, ours has about 80,000 people in it. Because it is a more centrally located district, the population density is somewhat higher than in
districts farther afield, and so it is not as large as some others in terms of overall land area. Still, it’s a pretty big district, ranging east to
Montopolis, west to Manchaca Road, south to Stassney, and north nearly to E. 12" Street. Here’s a bit of demographic data about our district, per
the Statesman (2010 census data; categories sum to more than 100% because people can check more than one box):

Percent of residents who are of voting age: 78.25%

White: 60.4%

Black: 8.7%

Asian: 3.3%

Hispanic: 55.2%

Minority: 68.4%

One demographic point of interest is our fairly high percentage of Hispanics. District 3 was designed with one goal being to make it a “Hispanic
Opportunity District” from which a Hispanic representative to the city council might more easily be elected.

Speaking of candidates, District 3 has more people throwing their hats in the ring than any other district — we have 12 candidates running in the
November 4 election! Here they are:

Susana R. Almanza Sabino “Pio” Renteria Mario G. Cantu Ricardo Turullols-Bonilla
Fred McGhee Julian Limon Fernandez Shaun D. Ireland Jose Quintero
Eric J. Rangel Jose A. Valera Christopher L. “Chris” Hoerster Kent K. Phillips

You'll be able to find an overview of the candidates on the Statesman’s website after September 24 here:
http://www.statesman.com/s/news/news/local-govt-politics/austin-city-council-districts/

Better yet, you can come hear the candidates speak about the issues and their plans at the
Austin City Council District 3 Candidate Forum on September 30, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. The Candidate Forum will be held at the Montopolis
Recreation Center, 1200 Montopolis Drive, Austin, TX 78741.

Whichever candidate looks best to you, make sure that you are registered to vote, so you can help select our first city council member under the
new 10-1 plan. The election will be November 4, 2014.
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Guest Column

Auditorium Shores — Park or Full-Time
Event Venue

by David King, Zilker Neighborhood

The wheels are in motion to allow private entities to fund
and operate Waterloo Park and Republic Square Park in
Downtown Austin. Will Auditorium Shores be next?

Last month, Tur Partners released its preliminary plan for
improvements, funding, and operations for Auditorium
Shores. The $124 million plan includes $106 million for a
new underground parking facility, a new above ground
parking facility, and burying Riverside Drive twenty-two feet
below ground level so patrons can drive directly to the
underground parking garage and take an elevator to Long
Center.

Tur Partners identified various strategies to finance the $124
million plan. The financing strategies included various forms
of improvement districts, bonds, venue fees, and parking
fees.

Tur Partners discussed options to allow private entities to
manage and operate Auditorium Shores. A representative
for the Parks and Recreation Department indicated that the
department is looking for more opportunities to fund,
manage, and operate parks with private entities.

Some park users are concerned that this plan is focused on
creating new parking facilities to support more and larger
events at Auditorium Shores. They are perturbed with the
prospect that Auditorium Shores could be operated by a
private entity that has a vested interest in increasing the
number of events and further commercializing the park.

Austin is at a crossroads when it comes to long-term
management and funding strategies for our parks. Will we
take the easy path by allowing more commercial use and
private operation of our parks or will we work harder to find
funding strategies that keep our parks open to the public
free of charge and free of commercial uses.

The following strategies could help increase funding for our
parkland without increasing commercialization of our parks:

. Implement a parkland fee on all City of Austin
economic incentive deals.

. Fund park maintenance and operations from the
City car rental tax.

. Push for changes to the state property tax
appraisal system that unfairly reduces property
taxes on commercial properties. Real Values For
Texas estimates that Austin lost over $760 million
in property tax revenue between 2009 and 2013
due to the unfair appraisal system.

e Ask Austinites who have benefitted most from
Austin's growth and prosperity to donate money
to help purchase new parkland and fund
maintenance and operations of parks. The top
20% of households in Austin with the highest
incomes earn almost 50% of all household income
in Austin.

For more information visit:
http://www.austinparks.org/auditorium-shores.html
https://www.facebook.com/TakeBackAustinParks

Editor’s Note: In the Spring issue of our newsletter, we enjoyed
a guest column from our Neighborhood Garden Lady, Renee
Fugua. In this issue we are fortunate to have this article from
David King of the Zilker Neighborhood Association. If you are
interested in contributing a column to inform and benefit the
Galindo community, please contact the newsletter editor at
newsletter@gena.org.
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Neighborly Notes

v

Please pick up after your pooch. whether it is in your
neighbor’s front yard or in our South Austin Park, scooping up is
appreciated. It is healthy for humans and all animals too. The Park has
several bag stations and trash cans. Don’t hesitate to use them.

Please be reminded that the streets in our neighborhood are 25 mph
with only a few, short stretches that are 30 mph. Traveling the speed
limit helps to insure your, other motorists’, bicyclists’ and pedestrians’
safety. Additionally, if all of us who live in Galindo travel at 25 mph,
folks that use our neighborhood as a speedy cut through will no longer
find it quite so speedy.

Using the green compost bins? How is it going? GENA would like
to hear your input. We will be collecting comments at our next
Neighborhood Meeting to share with the City about this important
pilot program.

West Boudin Creek runs at the western edge of our neighborhood. It is
truly a hidden gem. Night Herons and arrowheads have been found
there. Plastic bags, foam cups and broken glass in and around the
water serves as a reminder that trash needs to be disposed of
properly for it can all too easily end up in our waterways.

The next Neighborhood Meeting will be Monday, September
22 at 6:45 at the South Austin Recreation Center, 1100 Cucumber Rd.
Come share your ideas and be a part of the neighborhood.
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