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President’s Letter

Greetings neighbors,

I hope this finds you well and enjoying spring in the Galindo
neighborhood. After a cold winter, it’s great to see our gem of South
Austin waking up so nicely. This is the perfect time of year to explore
our South Austin Park or take a stroll around the block.... you might
even meet some neighbors!

Right now, things are relatively quiet with the Association. We are
continuing to work with the City of Austin to have our traffic calming
installation completed. There is still a roundabout and several planted
medians to be installed to complete the plan that was approved in
2008. Our last information was the City is addressing potential
drainage concerns in their designs. We will keep you informed as we
know more.

It’s My Park Day in early March was a great success. We had 25
volunteers, mostly neighbors, but a few from Oak Hill and as far as
Cuero! The Cuero volunteers pulled up a significant amount of poison
ivy roots, and lots of glass and cigarette butts were cleaned up. It was
great to see folks out making the centerpiece of our neighborhood look
even nicer!

There are several ways to stay informed about topics and events of
interest to the GENA neighborhood. The Association maintains the
Galindo Yahoo group, and there is a Facebook page for the
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neighborhood. Information on joining these is in this newsletter. And,
there is a GENA website; please visit www.gena.org.

The best way to keep in the know and get involved is to attend a GENA
general meeting The general meetings are held on the 4" Monday of
odd-numbered months (except the 3™ Monday in May).

The neighborhood meetings are the perfect place to get to know your
neighbors, learn about current issues of importance and bring up any
neighborhood concerns you may have. We begin the meetings with a
song from a neighborhood musician and try to have a brief
presentation of neighborhood interest.

Our next meeting will be on Monday, March 24" at 6:45 pm at the
South Austin Rec. Center, 1100 Cumberland Road. The meeting will
begin with an original song by Galindo neighbor Leeann Atherton. We
will have a spokesperson from the City’s Resource Recovery who will
provide information about the pilot curb-side compost program in
which the GENA neighborhood is included. Also, a member of the
Planning Commission will be giving us an update on CodeNext, the
City’s new Code Development Process. Put that date on your calendar
now, we’ll see you at the meeting.

Until then, enjoy this great GENA spring!

See you around the ‘hood,
Marshall Davis, President

president@gena.org

Mark Your Calendar
Add all the 2014 meeting dates to your calendar: March 24, May 19, July 28, September 22,
November 24. Meetings start at 6:45 p.m.
We kick off our meetings with a song by a local musician then get down to business at South Austin
Recreation Center in the heart of our neighborhood (1100 Cumberland).
See you there!

by Kathryn Kawazoe

The Austin Parks and Recreation Urban
Forestry Program has installed a portion of
the tree plan scheduled to be planted this
winter. Approximately thirty saplings of
various species were planted in South
Austin Park as part of a program with
TreeFolks. Most of the new trees were to
be along S. 5" Street and Cumberland Road,

sidewalk on Cumberland Road. A few more
have been planned for the back area of the
park (toward the creek) in the spectator
area of the playing fields behind the Rec
Center. Itis unknown at this time when the
rest of the trees will be planted or if there
will be more trees located closer to S. 5"
sidewalk to provide shade in a few years,
but take a walk through our neighborhood

Trees' carefully plann?;:l to shade the existing
sidewalk on S 5™ Street and a future

park for a look at our newest neighbors —
they are only saplings but with time and
care they will provide us with lots of needed
shade and natural beauty.

A group of neighbors passionate
about parks is getting together soon to
continue with the efforts to conserve and
improve the park space within our
neighborhood. If you're interested in
joining, please send a note to me at
sec@gena.org.
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In the Zone
by Bob Hoffnar, GENA Zoning Chair

So here is my first newsletter contribution while being the zoning chair of the Galindo Neighborhood Association. | hope to be
able to help keep the neighborhood safe and pleasant while also finding a way for us to benefit from the changes that that are coming
way too fast. The way | see it our neighborhood is rapidly changing into a more urban environment. With population density increasing
and the way central Texas is growing it seems as if we will be downtown Austin rather than near downtown Austin before you know it.
This causes some pretty big issues to come up. Taxes, parking, traffic and all that. My feeling is that if we are careful about how things
grow it can be better for us. For instance since there are more people living close together it may be viable to have neighborhood
businesses we can walk to that offer more products than cigarettes and lotto tickets. | for one would like to stay out of my car as much as
possible. Just to be clear my position about living in an urban place is that we need to learn to share common space better. On a practical
level what | plan on doing is looking into any issues that the board needs me for. If somebody needs to go stand in line at city hall to get
some information or have something signed it looks like that will be me.

Anyway, | really love this neighborhood and am glad to be able to live here. If my wife and | would have hesitated when the
house we bought came on the market a year ago we would be looking at houses in Kyle now!

Keep Austin Inventing
by Russell Mollen, GENA Secretary

Does anyone watch the hit TV reality-show Shark Tank? Have you ever thought of a great invention that you could pitch to those
sharks? Well, living in Austin, you’re in good company.

We are all very fortunate to live in such a great, thriving and unique city. In Austin, there is such pride and celebration for all
things music and art related. We are the Live Music Capital of the World. We celebrate our eclectic nature with the slogan, Keep Austin
Weird, which originally was a term to promote the small business community. It has since morphed into all things cultural. We have such
amazing events from SXSW, to ACL Festival, EAST, and countless others.

However, we don’t often trumpet the creativity that occurs within our city limits as it relates to business and invention. What
many people may not actually realize is just how inventive and creative we are as a collective city. One fascinating measure of this
creativity is the number of patents per capita. Did you know that Austin ranks #2 across the entire country under this metric?

From 2000-2010 Austin filed about 1.5 patents for every 1,000 people per year. That may not seem like much, but it is about
four times higher than Dallas and Houston and five times higher than the New York City Metro area. It is only second in the nation behind
San Jose, commonly referred to as Silicon Valley.

So, the next time you turn on Shark Tank, you can now reflect on how Austin has its own sea of patents. In fact, based on the
statistics, we likely have several patent holders right here in our own Galindo neighborhood. Austin is truly an excellent city with lots of

creativity not just for the arts, music, culture, but unquestionably for invention!

RENEE FUQUA -
Massage Thera(pgl_s_tz | Walkability

by Bob Price, GENA Vice President

One of the great things about our neighborhood is its walkability. It's a pleasant area to
walk around and take in the scenery. And in just a few minutes, you can stroll to any number of
appealing spots: Bouldin Creek Café for a fresh healthy lunch, Winebelly for tapas, Harrell’s for
the little widget you need to fix the sink. Try that out in Plugerville! There’s an interesting way to
quantify this ability to get where you need to go on foot: a neighborhood’s “walk score.” The
website walkscore.com assigns scores from 0-100 based on the range of options realistically
available to pedestrians. A ranch out in the country would earn near zero, while an apartment in
the middle of Manhattan could earn near 100. In Galindo, most addresses score in the 50’s to
80’s, ranging from “somewhat walkable” to “very walkable.” Most of us still certainly need a car
to do all the things we want, but as the years go by and south central Austin becomes more
densely filled in, we can expect the walk scores to go up around here as more options open up
nearby. Meanwhile, walkscore.com also provides neighborhood and address specific scores
relating to bikeability and mass transit access. It’s sort of fun to play with, actually — check it out!




Galindo beyond the ‘hood

The Galindo Neighborhood Association
participates in two community umbrella
groups that focus attention on issues that
impact our community.

The Austin Neighborhood Council, founded
in 1973, is a citywide umbrella organization
dedicated to preserving the unique
character and quality of life in Austin
neighborhoods. Its motto is “strength
through unity.” ANC has helped shape the
future of Austin neighborhoods for the last
40 years, growing from 8 original
neighborhood associations to 70 today. The
organization acts as a clearinghouse for
information, providing guidance and how to
assistance in understanding and navigating
city processes. It researches city planning
efforts and ordinances that pertain to
neighborhoods across the city, highlighting
concerns and issues affecting our
community. The ANC also hosts a lively
candidate forum for city council seats
during election years.

Last month's January meeting featured a
presentation by Austin City Council member

Kathie Tovo on the Special Events Ordinance
which is now winding its way through
Council and an informative session on the
Reverse 9-1-1system* with a report on the
status of the Onion Creek flood clean-up
effort. ANC president Mary Ingle and
Planning Commissioner Jeff Jack gave an
update on the Land Development Code
Rewrite also known as CodeNext .

ANC meets the 4™ Wednesday of every
month at Austin Energy, 721 Barton Springs
Road from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Free parking is
available behind the building. The meetings
are open to the public. For more
information visit: www.ancweb.org.
Galindo’s ANC Rep is Patty Sprinkle. She can
be reached at anc@gena.org.

*To sign up for Reverse 9-1-1- Alerts for
either landline or cellphone, log on to
Capital Area Council of Governments
Emergency Notification System Website at:
http://alertregistration.com/capcog/ or call
(866)-484-3264 to complete the process by
phone.

South Central Coalition of Neighborhoods
The Galindo Neighborhood is located within
the south central area of Austin and is a
member of the South Central Coalition

of neighborhoods (SCC). Along with Bouldin,
South River City Citizens (Travis Heights),
Dawson, Zilker, and Barton Hills
Neighborhoods, Galindo works to organize
efforts on issues that affect the entire south
central area. Watersheds and surrounding
flora and fauna, pedestrian/bike/car routes
and traffic, zoning and land use, parkland
acquisition and maintenance, and the river
and its southern shore are some of the
major common interests that unite the area
geographically and socially; we are in the
heart of the "old South Austin", and,
together with other SCC neighborhoods, we
face all the challenges and benefits of being
located in prime real estate near the center
of urban Austin. SCC meets on the 2™
Saturday of every month at 9 a.m. at a local
restaurant. For more information on SCC
and related issues, please contact Galindo’s
SCC rep Kathryn Kawazoe at sec@gena.org.

Galindo Neighborhood Association’s
newsletter editor is Cassie Melendez.
Questions & comments about the
newsletter can be directed to her at
newsletter@gena.org.

DEVILLE CUSTOM HOMES

Specializing in Custom Homes, Remodels,
and Commercial Construction.

Smtalbing & Costum i ot Bamadebiog

www.DevilleHomes.com

512 492 5255 | www.DevilleHomes.com | Deville.CustommHomes@yahoo.com

Like us on Facebook, Houzz and LinkedIn
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Galindo Neighborhood Association: Membership Drive

The Galindo Neighborhood Association’s members are neighbors like you who have an
interest in area issues like traffic, crime, environmental issues, etc. The success of our
Neighborhood Association relies on participation from as many neighbors as possible.
Your voice and ideas are important in shaping the future of our great neighborhood.
General meetings provide a forum for public officials to visit with us about
neighborhood-specific issues. The meetings are also great way to meet and visit with
your neighbors.

Membership in GENA is open to all residential property owners and residents residing
within the Galindo Neighborhood boundaries; Oltorf St.; Ben White Blvd.; S. 1% St. and
the Union Pacific Railway Line.

The Association’s operating budget is funded by member dues. Annual dues are $10
per household. Anyone may request a dues waiver by contacting the Executive
Committee. To be a voting member at a General Meeting, the neighbor must have paid
dues, or had their waiver granted, at least 10 days prior to that meeting.

There are several ways to become a paid member:

e Send a check payable to Galindo Neighborhood Association at GENA, PO Box
41232, Austin, TX 78704 attn: Treasurer

e  Bring your dues to a general meeting (our next meeting is March 24th)

e  Contact our Treasurer, Philip Hawkins, to make other arrangements;
treasurer@gena.org

“Just water.”
by Renee Fuqua

“Just Water” would be the main response | received when
someone, through the three and a half decades | have been a self-
employed interior/exterior gardener, would start to describe to
me what their plant was doing and wanted to know what its
problem was...when | would ask, “What have you been feeding
it?” “Just water, uh?” | would respond back, and then | would see
a light bulb go off over their head. Of course plants need more
than water to grow and be happy!

Plants need food just like we do to fuel them. This is an excellent
time of year to give your plants or garden a boost of food. When |
had my interior plant business, | used organic products call Hasta
Gro, with a shot of “superthrive.” For my vegetable and herb
gardens | would buy fish emulsion and kelp; but that was
expensive. Now | “brew” my own microbial worm compost tea
and | get AMAZING results. It's much more economical. And |
qguote my late beloved friend David Goodwillie from the
Community Gardens, “l don’t mean to brag...but look at my
garden!” Right now | have beautiful cauliflower and broccoli,
lettuce and spinach, onions and garlic and more...and getting
ready for Spring.

| open my back gate at 2809 S. 5" Street on Sundays to meet my
neighbors and to spread the joy of horticultural therapy. Come
on by and I'll give you a sample of my “worm brew.” Tour the
garden and let’s talk worms and compost...a couple of my favorite
topics. Renee can be contacted at 512-448-1524

Galindo Neighborhood News

South Austin Recreation Center’s
Eggxtreme Family Event will be
on Saturday, April 12th 11am-

1pm. Bring the entire family to enjoy
an eggxtremely fun day of egg
decorating, face painting, carnival
games, and an egg hunt. There will
also be local vendors sharing valuable
community information.

Austin Aquatics Department will be
offering swim lessons this summer at
Gillis Pool. For more information visit:
www.austintexas.gov/pools or look for

the Aquatics Dept. brochure at our
local public library.

WILLS, ESTATE AND FAMILY PLANNING
23 YEARS OF COMPASSIONATE,

CUSTOMIZED LEGAL SERVICES

SUSAN R. LITTLETON
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

2509 S. 4" Street

Austin, Texas 78704

Tel: 512-472-0600
Fax: 512-478-6514

Email: susan@littletonlaw.net
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